
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



1877.] Van Lawn's History of French Literature. 597 

14. — History of French Literature. III. From the End of the Reign of 
Louis XIV. till the End of the Reign of Louis Philippe. By Henri 
Van Laun. New York : G. P. Putnam & Sons. 1877. 8vo. 

The present volume of Van Laun's work embraces one 'of the most 
interesting periods in French literary history. Beginning with what 
he calls the "transition authors," i. e. those -who came between the 
Augustan period of Louis and the new regime headed by the revolu- 
tionary writers, he brings us down through the periods of Montesquieu, 
Voltaire, Kousseau, Diderot, and the Encyclopedists, the orators of the 
Eevolution, the writers of the Empire and the Restoration, to the brill- 
iant group which made the period of Louis Philippe famous, the crit- 
ics, the romantic school, with Hugo at its head, and the novelists headed 
by Balzac. We have no space to notice the volume in detail, nor to quote 
from pages of which each one is almost equally interesting. The ac- 
count given of Balzac and of De Musset will be found valuable, though 
on the whole the philosophical portions of the book — those in which 
the author traces the connection between one literary period and an- 
other, between one set of literary influences and others — are more valu- 
able than the strictly critical discussion of individual authors. His 
occasional comparison of French with English literature is particularly 
suggestive, especially that (although we do not here agree with him) 
in which he makes out Balzac's claim to a higher place in literature 
than the English novelists. 



